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Public letter

Why did a Swiss academic publisher, after an initial very positive response, abruptly refuse to publish
“Canadian Mining in the Aftermath of Genocides in Guatemala: The Violence, Corruption, and
Impunity of Contemporary Predatory Mineral Exploitation”? The publisher ultimately said it was the
threat of a third party suing for defamation but then refused to specify what it alleged was
defamatory or identify the third party. Was it corporate intimidation that caused Springer to make
unsubstantiated accusations, and impede the authors’ freedom of expression?
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We write this public letter to raise questions as to why an international academic publisher suddenly
refused to proceed with the publication of “Canadian Mining in the Aftermath of Genocides in
Guatemala,” a book we co-edited that addresses serious situations of (mainly) Canadian mining
company-linked human rights violations, forced evictions, repression, health and environmental
harms, and mining-linked corruption and impunity in Guatemala.

In summary

Back in April 2017, Springer accepted our book proposal, signed a publishing agreement with us in
May 2017, and encouraged us — in discussions with Catherine Nolin - to submit a book manuscript
related to these themes and issues.

Leaping ahead, on 20 February 2020, we submitted our final manuscript after three years of field
work, collaborations, and hard work of putting the book together with multiple contributors,
reviewing and editing the materials, and maintaining full communication with Springer.

Shortly thereafter, Springer’s Publishing Editor for the Latin American Studies book series Juliana
Pitanguy wrote to us (21 February 2020) with this initial assessment:

“I just had a look at the manuscript. The topic is very interesting and it is very well
written. It will be a successful title. | will send this to Andrew [Sluyter, Springer-CLAG
Latin American Studies Book Series Editorial Board Chair] for feedback and get back to
you.”

As the Editorial Board Chair, Dr. Sluyter reviewed the proposal and recommended the external
reviewers for Springer. Dr. Sluyter also reviewed the final, revised manuscript and recommended that
it was of high quality, a great fit with Springer’s Latin American Studies book series, and conveyed to
Juliana Pitanguy that he looked forward to seeing it go to print.

After completion of all preparatory work, signing author agreements for all contributors, and awaiting
the final page proofs, we experienced approximately five months of silence from Springer, even as we
wrote regularly asking for feedback and timelines for publication.

Finally, on 17 July 2020, Juliana Pitanguy wrote us to convey that Springer would not be publishing
the book and planned to terminate the contract, because:

“it presents unsubstantiated defamatory content. Changes in language are not sufficient
to take away the legal risk and therefore we think it is not publishable. We wish you all
the best of luck and will send you a termination contract so that you can publish the
work elsewhere.” (email from Juliana Pitanguy, 17 July 2020)

Despite a series of respectful, professional follow-up emails sent immediately on our part, asking for
clarification as to what information in the manuscript was “unsubstantiated” and what information
was “defamatory,” we received no answers to our legitimate questions.



“The Third Party”

On 30 July 30 2020, we received a short email from our Publishing Editor, Ms. Pitanguy, explaining
that Springer could not provide any more information about why they were terminating the
agreement, would not communicate with us on the telephone or conference call. Rather, her email
message simply conveyed that:

“..there is a risk we [Springer] could be sued for defamation if the third party files a
case.”

As co-editors, we sent follow-up, respectful, professional emails requesting that Springer identify “the
third party” and explain why and how “the third party” obtained access to the book manuscript.
Additionally, we requested that Springer clarify which specific information in our manuscript was
“unsubstantiated” and “defamatory.” Again, to no avail.

Since this time, we received significant support from the Canadian Association of University Teachers
(CAUT). On 20 August 2020, David Robinson, CAUT’s executive director, contacted Springer with a
formal letter requesting further information as to why, just as the book was to be published, Springer
terminated the contact. Springer has yet to respond to his letter.

CAUT also devoted significant resources to subject the content of our manuscript — the exact version
submitted to Springer on 20 February 2020 —to a full ‘libel review’ by Canadian lawyer Peter
Jacobsen, a lawyer with over 40 years of experience and who was named Named "Lawyer of the
Year" by Best Lawyers for Defamation and Media Law in 2017.

Peter Jacobsen concluded that the manuscript did not contain a single instance of unsubstantiated,
defamatory content that should prevent publication. Other than a few minor tweaks of sentences,
out of an abundance of caution, Mr. Jacobsen did not recommend any changes.

And that was that.

We have no financial or legal capacity to challenge Springer’s forced termination of the contract.
Furthermore, co-editing and publishing this book was never about money.

We recently signed their forced termination agreement, and are now seeking alternative publishers.

We personally have no demands or asks of Springer. Our business is done with them. However, we
have a responsibility to publicize what happened.

Re-enforcing impunity and immunity from accountability

Look at it this way. A major theme addressed in the articles, testimonies and analysis that comprise
our book is the endemic corruption and impunity with which the mining companies addressed in the
book have, variously, been able to operate in Guatemala, with their Guatemalan economic and
political partners.



Instead of providing the public with more information about serious situations of mining company-
linked human rights violations, forced evictions, repression, health and environmental harms in
Guatemala, Springer Nature, we believe, made unsubstantiated accusations about our work being
irredeemably defamatory, inhibited our freedom of expression, and directly re-enforced the
corruption and impunity with which mining companies often times operate around the world, as set
out in the book manuscript.

“The third party” questions

Might it be one of the companies addressed in the manuscript is the “the third party” and threatened
the Swiss academic publisher to quash publication of a book documenting mining company harms,
violence and destruction, corruption and impunity?

We believe there are many questions of public interests, but for us the key questions are:

*  Whois “the third party” that Springer referred to? Was “the third party” a mining company
addressed in the book?

* How and why did “the third party” receive the manuscript to read?

* At minimum, as is customary in the publishing industry, we should have been told what
portions of the book Springer alleged contained “unsubstantiated defamatory content” and
we should have been given the opportunity to address Springer’s concerns.

* What sections of the book did Springer consider contained “unsubstantiated defamatory
content”? And why does Springer refuse to tell us?

Respectfully,
Catherine Nolin Grahame Ryssell

Catherine Nolin and Grahame Russell

Dr. Catherine Nolin, Professor and Chair
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BIOS
Co-editors:

Catherine Nolin is a Professor and Chair of the Geography Program at the University of Northern
British Columbia (UNBC) in Prince George, British Columbia, Canada. In 2018, Catherine was elected
Vice-Chair of the Conference of Latin American Geography (CLAG) for a two-year term after which
she will become the Chair of this geographic organization. CLAG is the premier organization for
geographers engaging in research in Latin America and the Caribbean and works to foster research,
education, and service related to Latin American geographical studies. Catherine is a long-time
insurgent researcher and social justice advocate, including more than 25 years grappling with the
afterlives of the Guatemalan genocides. Twitter: @cnolin

Grahame Russell is a non-practicing Canadian lawyer and adjunct professor in the Geography
Program at UNBC and, since 1995, Director of Rights Action that works in Honduras and Guatemala in
support of community / environmental / human rights / territory defenders resisting widespread
harms and (often deadly) violence caused by different sectors of the global economy, including
mining, hydro-electric dams, African palm, sugar-cane, bananas, coffee, tourism, the garment
industry. Rights Action carries out education and activism work in the US and Canada focusing on how
our governments and companies (and the US military) often contribute directly to and benefit from
human rights violations (including repression), environmental harms, exploitation, corruption and
impunity in these countries. Twitter: @RightsAction

Contributors:

Jeff Abbott is an independent journalist based in Guatemala, where he has lived for the past five
years. He reports on human rights, immigration and forced migration, politics, community defence
struggles, and environmental issues. Twitter: @palabrasdeabajo

Miguel Angel Bamaca is a Maya Mam farmer and member of FREDEMI (San Miguel Ixtahuacén
Defense Front), resisting and denouncing harms and violations caused by Goldcorp Inc.’s Marlin mine.
He has suffered attacks, criminalizations and threats, for his community defense work.

Angélica Choc is a Mayan Q’eqchi’ community, human rights and territorial defender, and widow of
Adolfo Ich, killed September 27, 2009, by security guards working in Guatemala for the Canadian
mining company HudBay Minerals. Angelica is a plaintiff in the HudBay Minerals lawsuits, and co-
prosecutor in a criminal trial in Guatemala against Mynor Padilla, HudBay’s former head of security.

José Choc Ich is the son of Angelica Choc and Adolfo Ich. José is a witness to the attack against his
father that resulted in his death. José is a witness in the HudBay Minerals lawsuits and Mynor Padilla
criminal trial.



German Chub is a Mayan Q’eqchi’ farmer who was shot and left paralyzed on September 27, 2009, by
security guards working in Guatemala for the Canadian mining company HudBay Minerals. German is
a plaintiff in the HudBay Minerals lawsuits and a victim-witness in a criminal trial in Guatemala
against Mynor Padilla, HudBay’s former head of security.

Maria Magdalena Cuc Choc is the sister of Angelica Choc, and also a courageous Mayan Q’eqchi’
woman who, in early 2018, was criminalized and jailed on trumped up charges for her community,
human rights and territorial defense work.

Sandra Cuffe is a freelance journalist based in Central America, where she has lived for 10 of the past
15 years. She reports on human rights, social movements, politics, and environmental issues,
primarily in Guatemala and Honduras. Twitter: @Sandra_Cuffe

Nathan Einbinder is a doctoral student at the Colegio de la Frontera Sur, in Chiapas, Mexico. His
present research focuses on agroecology and development in the Maya-Achi territory in Guatemala.
Email: nathaneinbinder@gmail.com

Patricia Flores is a Toronto-based human rights activist, artist, and data analyst who does solidarity
work in relation to Honduras and Latin America. She uses her art to support human rights work. She
holds an International Comparative Studies degree from Huron University — UWO and is currently
pursuing Data & Predictive Analytics at Ryerson University. Twitter: @patfloTO

Heather Gies is a freelance journalist who writes about politics, human rights, inequality, and
resource conflicts in Central America. Her work has appeared in Al Jazeera, The Guardian, In These
Times, and other outlets. Twitter @HeatherGies

Simon Granovsky-Larsen is an Associate Professor of Politics and International Studies at the
University of Regina. He is author of Dealing with Peace: The Guatemalan Campesino Movement and
the Post-Conflict Neoliberal State (University of Toronto Press, 2019) and co-editor, with Dawn Paley,
of Organized Violence (University of Regina Press, 2019). Twitter: @simon_gl|

Annie Hylton is an international human rights lawyer and investigative journalist from Saskatchewan,
based in France. Twitter: @HyltonAnne

Sebastian Iboy Osorio is a Mayan Achi farmer, and survivor of and eye-witness to the World Bank /
Chixoy Dam massacres that killed over 440 people from Rio Negro, Baja Verapaz.

JP Laplante has worked for over a decade for Indigenous communities in Canada, focused on the
protection of traditional lands and waters, environmental assessment for mining projects, and
advancing the Indigenous right to free, prior and informed consent for projects affecting Indigenous
communities. In 2010, he lived in Guatemala and volunteered as a Commissioner for International
Observers at the Consulta Comunitaria de Buena Fe held in Santa Cruz del Quiché, and was an
International Observer at two other consultas that affirmed communities’ lack of consent for mineral
development. Email: jlaplante@tsilhqotin.ca
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Aniseto Lopez Diaz is a Maya Mam farmer, and leader of community movements resisting and
denouncing harms and violations caused by Goldcorp Inc.”s Marlin mine in western Guatemala. He
has suffered attacks, criminalizations and threats, for his community defense work.

W. George Lovell is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Geography at Queen’s University in
Kingston, Ontario, Canada. He is the author of, among other books, A Beauty That Hurts: Life and
Death in Guatemala.

Jackie McVicar has accompanied human rights social movements and land protectors in Central
America for more than 10 years. She works in communications, advocacy, and adult education with
the Guatemala Human Rights Commission (GHRC) and United for Mining Justice (UMJ), and as a
freelance writer for publications such as America Magazine, NACLA Report on the Americas, and
GHRC. Twitter: @pajarolindo

Yuri Melini (Dr. Yuri Giovanni Melini) is a professor in the Escuela de Ciencias Politicas de la
Universidad de San Carlos de Guatemala (USAC). In 2000, Yuri founded CALAS (Centro de Accion
Legal-Ambiental y Social de Guatemala) and worked there until 2016. He has suffered attacks and
threats, including one attack when he was struck by seven bullets, for his work with CALAS. Email:
yurimelini@gmail.com; Twitter: @yuri_melini

Cyril Mychalejko is a writer who covers human rights, international trade and development, and U.S.
foreign policy. He was an editor at www.UpsideDownWorld, an online magazine covering activism
and politics in Latin America, for over a decade. Twitter: @cmychalejko

Alexandra Pedersen received her PhD in Geography from Queen’s University, Kingston in 2018. Her
dissertation focused on geographies of violence related to Canadian mining operations in Guatemala.
She co-instructs a yearly seminar course in the Queen’s Faculty of Law on mining law, policies, and
communities. Email: a.pedersen@queensu.ca Twitter: @Alex_Pedersen0

Alfredo Pérez is a Maya Sipakapan farmer, and leader of community movements resisting and
denouncing harms and violations caused by Goldcorp Inc.”s Marlin mine in western Guatemala. He
has suffered attacks, criminalizations and threats, for his community defense work.

James Rodriguez is a documentary photographer based in Guatemala since 2006. James’ work
focuses on social issues in Latin America, but primarily post-war Guatemala: transitional justice
processes, land tenure conflicts due to extractive industries, human rights abuses, as well as the
effects of the internal war in its daily life. James is currently represented by Panos Pictures. Internet:
www.mimundo.org; Twitter: @mimundo_org

Alvaro Sandoval & Ana Sandoval are father and daughter, Guatemalan community members at the
forefront of the ‘La Puya’ community movement resisting harms and violations caused by the KCA
mining company. They both have suffered attacks, criminalizations and threats, for their community
defense work.
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Rachel Schmidt is an award-winning Canadian documentary film producer and director. Rachel has
traveled the globe to work with organizations like the Nobel Women'’s Initiative, African Women's
Millennium Initiative and Rights Action to document important women’s rights and community
defence stories. Email: rschmidtfiims@shaw.ca

Emilie Smith is an Argentine-born, Canadian Anglican priest and theologian. Since 1984 she has
walked with the peoples of Guatemala. Emilie is the co-president of SICSAL (Servicio Internacional
Cristiano de Solidaridad con los Pueblos de América Latina - Oscar Romero / the Oscar Romero
liberation theology network), a Cristian solidarity network with the people of Latin America founded
in the months after St. Romero's death. Email: emilietsmith@gmail.com

Cory Wanless and Murray Klippenstein are Toronto-based lawyers who represent 13 Maya Q’eqchi’
in precedent setting lawsuits (www.chocversushudbay.com) against Canadian company HudBay
Minerals regarding human rights abuse in Guatemala. Emails: cory@waddellphillips.ca,
murray.klippenstein@klippensteins.ca

Caren Weisbart is a PhD candidate in Environmental Studies at York University and a research
associate at the Centre for Research on Latin America and the Caribbean. She has been an active
member of the Maritimes-Guatemala Breaking the Silence Network (BTS) since 2001 and organizes
with the Mining Injustice Solidarity Network (MISN). Twitter: @carenweisbart
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Feel free to re-post, share this information

Subscribe to Email Newsblasts: https://rightsaction.org/subscribe
FB: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org

Tw: @RightsAction

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/rightsaction

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/user/rightsaction

More info: info@rightsaction.org, www.rightsaction.org
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